THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
out of London and Rochester. Only Canterbury remained, and
even there a bad quarrel arose between the late King's son (who
had not been baptized) and the new missionary Archbishop
from Italy, Laurentius. But the tide of civilization was flowing,
and, balked at one place, it pushed in at another.
Edwin of Northumbria. Thus one of these little warring
chieftains, a certain Edwin, heir to the Angle strip along the
coast north of Humber and the Yorkshire Plain, was sent to the
court of a Welsh chieftain, to be in safety from one /Ethelfrith,
who ruled in Northumbria. There he became acquainted with
the Mass and the remaining civilized tradition of the West. He
came back east, was befriended by the little kinglet of Norfolk
and Suffolk, met and killed jflEthelfrith in a battle on the river
Idle in the year after Ethelbert's death (617), and became, still
young, King over the North-east. Because he was now Christian
and civilized he acquired power. He married the daughter of
Ethelbert of Kent, a granddaughter of the great French kings,
and that made him more important among the other petty rulers.
Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, sent^ Paulinus, one of the
original missionaries of Augustine's mission, to be Edwin's
bishop at York, and the North thus began to be restored to
civilization. Edwin had the Roman insignia of a governor of
Britain borne before him, and it is also interesting to find-that
during the missionizing and baptizing of the North the governor
of Lincoln still bears the Roman title of prefect. Edwin was so
powerful that he began to spread the Faith and civilization in
the broken-down middle parts of England; he got the kinglet of
the Mid-Thames and Hampshire people (the Gewissse was their
local name, as we have seen) to acknowledge him overlord, and
later this chieftain—who had the Celtic name of Cynegils—was
also baptized. So was the King of Norfolk and Suffolk, who had
got a smattering of civilization during an exile in France, and
who brought a French bishop over for his district. Altogether
it looked as though about 630 Edwin would restore civilization
to all Eastern Britain by his influence. But his power provoked
attack; a Welsh chieftain called Cadwallon joined forces with
one of the Pagan chiefs in the still Pagan Midlands (a warrior
with the probably Celtic name of Penda). They attacked Edwin,
and killed him at Hatfield, near Doncaster, in 633.
Recovery in the North.   Battle of the Winwaed (654).
But $i£ recovery of Britain for civilisation could not be halted
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